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doesn't mean being as good, as he is." Or again : " In out time, when there does happen to be inventiveness, there's no finish." He added : cc And as for the inventiveness, what does it amount to, I should like to know ? "
In the presence of a " modernistic " chair or table he shrugged his shoulders. He declared :
" I'm quite open-minded. Naturally, every period must have its own style."
But, as a matter of fact, so far as his own trade was concerned, he was conservative, almost reactionary. As he paid fairly regular visits to the Louvre, to Carnavalet, to Cluny, he combined extensive erudition with his manual skill and his knowledge of procedure, which were both considerable; and in any discussion he could bring to bear a mixture of technical arguments and historical arguments which generally gave him the last word.
He was far, however, from being clear about the deeper causes of his own state of mind. Doubtless what made him most critical of the " modernistic " experiments was that he could feel nothing in them that came from himself. Something in him protested : ** I never found that. I never even tried to find that. I never wanted anybody else to find it; and nobody ever asked me anything about it."
He suffered, without quite realising it, from living in a world where the man who produces objects is in no degree the master of their form. He knew very well that he belonged to a race of executants. His bitterness led him to say : " Civilisation can't get on without us ; but where it's getting to is above our heads." He thought about machinery, which was not yet much used in his trade; but there was no reason to believe that it would not soon thrust its services upon this trade, like others. Already people were talking about " the furniture industry." He appreciated quite clearly that the effect of mechanism was not only to concentrate capital; but that it concentrated also creative power, the resources of the mind.
A revolutionary syndicalist, he refused to mourn over any period of the past, about which, indeed, he was poorly